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The Garden Kitchen Restaurant
This hospitality project involved converting the 
old biomass building at West Dean college, West 

Sussex into a restaurant & bar. Situated at the main 
entrance into the gardens of west dean it is

designed to be a visitors hub and spark intrigue 
right from the first glance. 

The scope of this project involved spatial planning, 
technical drawings, model making, rendering and a 

developed decorative scheme.
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Concept: Growth
The concept that has 

driven this whole
project is growth. 

One of the man ways 
‘Growth’ has been

represented is through 
the decorative scheme 
was also informed by 
the concept, through 
the aging process of
copper as it begins to 

patina over time.

Copper Patina
When copper is exposed 
to weathering, oxygen 

and other chemical
reactions in the

environment, A thin
layer, known as ‘Patina’ 
starts to appear on the 
surface. It is usually in 

this striking green
colour, but can also 
show up in blue, or

 other hues. 

Extracting a colour palette

Creating A journey through the space

-  Bar area  -  kitchen area  - mezzannine - 

The decorative scheme of 
each distinct area of the 

restaurant will be guided 
by  one of the main phases 

of the copper aging
process; “newly installed 
- four months” in the bar 
area, “two years - seven      

years” in the kitchen and 
dining area and “Ten years 

- twenty years” in the
mezzanine area.

accent colours will be 
used to reference the 

other stages of the aging 
process in each area and 
join the different spaces 
together, acting as a ‘red 

thread’

DECORATIVE SCHEME
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Bar Kitchen Mezzanine
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Range of seating options
One way ‘Growth’ has been
represented is through the
different levels of seating,

referencing a meadow in which 
many different heights

represent the stages of growth
occurring simultaneously.

due to the range of different visitors that 
West Dean recieves, customers will have

different requirements within the space and 
varying opinions on what is most comfortable, 
therefore it was important to make a variety 

of seating options available for customers to 
choose from to cater to everyones needs.
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The solo diner experience
Separate from catering to 

the needs of every customer 
through a fully accessible 

space, Inclusivity also meant 
offering an equally

enjoyable experience to 
every customer.

One way of achieving this 
was through the bar seating
infront of the open kitchen 

to offer an exciting,
engaging and interactive
experience for the solo

diners who might otherwise 
not want to go out for a 

meal on their own.

This gives them an
engaging dining experience 

where they can be
entertained throughout 
their meal whether they  
choose to chat with the 

chefs or just enjoy watching 
them work. 

From my experience working 

as a waitress in a restaurant 
that also had an open

kitchen, I know first hand 
what a selling point this 

social bar seating set up to 
watch the kitchen is to the 
solo diner market and how 

many regulars this brought 
in. 

For many people
experiencing loneliness, 

whether they are elderly, 
single or new to the area, 

not all have the confidence 
to go out for a meal on their 
own, so having a restaurant 

available where they can 
confidently go on their own 

for a nice experience
created specifically with 
solo diners in mind would 

help to incentivise this 
group in the market to visit 

West Dean and further
cater to the range of

solo visitors they already 
recieve.
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The Community Brain
My primary role in the group 
project was to complete the 
technical drawing package. 

Pictured below are the
technical drawings i did of 

For this project we worked 
in a group of five, named 
‘Studio Cinco’. We were 

tasked with the
redesigning of the indoor 
communal space, kitchen, 

pantry and garden spaces of 
‘the community brain’, a

community centre situated in
Tolworth Station.

They required lots of 
storage space, a much better 
set up for large scale batch 
cooking and cooking classes 

as well as improved
freezer storage for these 
meals, and a flexible space 

for the large range of
activities and meetings they 
host on a weekly basis, such 

as sewing clubs, cooking 
classes and meal prepping, 

amoungst other events. They 
also wanted a solution to 

enable social activities and 
gardening clubs to occur 
in their two garden spaces 

which were currently quite 
overgrown and run down.

The concept driving the 
whole project was ‘Slice’. 

The concept “Slice” embodies 
the idea that every

individual contribution
enriches the collective

experience. Like sharing a 
slice of cake, it symbolizes 
participation, equality, and 
the joy of coming together. 
Through creative initiatives 

and shared spaces, The
Community Brain transforms
simple acts into meaningful

connections, celebrating the
diverse talents and

stories that make a communi-
ty whole.

My contributions consisted 
of the technical drawing 
package, input on ways to 

implement the concept in the 
interior space through the 
cupboard/shelving designs, 
zoning and generating solu-
tions for layouts and space 
planning to resolve some of 
the issues we faced with the 
kitchen and garden layouts.
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The installation planters
Based off the bespoke 

garden planters design 
showed on the right i 

conducted some further 
research into how they 

might be constructed 
and determined that the 

most appropriate solution 
would be an internal

metal frame for stability

with external wooden 
cladding to meet the

aesthetic look we were 
going for by using old 

wooden palettes.

This construction method 
allows the Installation 
planters to be modular 
and easily dismatelled 
into smaller units for 

transportation,
restructuring or

replacement of damaged 
ones. this was important 

to us as the clients
mentioned that they were 
only leasing this site and 
therefore could need to 
move, so we wanted them 
to be able to bring these 
with them and allow the 
deisgn some flexiblity 
within a different site.

Bespoke planter technical drawing done by me
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above Birsdeye view of garden *render not done by me* above view of installation garden *render not done by me*

below view of garden planters *render not done by me* below view of side garden *render not done by me*
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 Camden Goods yard apartment 

The brief
Our Client George, and his husband Will requested
a cozy, yet colourful space in which they can host
dinner parties, entertain friends and enjoy quiet 

nights in. They have a combined passion for
travelling, collecting records, listening to ABBA, 

Country and 80’s new wave music and hosting. 

View from living room into kitchen with pocket doors wide open & fully tucked away
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CONNECTION 
From getting to know George and Will it was aparent 
that underlying everything they enjoy is the connec-
tion that it can nurture/build, between their friends, 
memories, cultures and to each other. Therefore con-

nection felt like an appropriate concept for their 
home and hub of a lot of this connecting.

For structure and clarity i defined connection as “the 
way in which two individual elements can attach to 

each other, to become one greater element”.

The concept:

BRATZ dolls 
Bratz dont have any shoes or feet located at the end 
of their legs, instead they have a little rounded joint 
at the bottom. In order for the dolls to wear shoes or 
have feet they need to connect them onto the rest of 
the doll. The feet/shoes contain a hole in the top of 

them that mirrors this rounded joint at the end of the 
leg.

I though this was the perfect depiction of ‘Connec-
tion’ showing that when one elements negative space is 
another elements positive, they can come together to 

create one greater element.

this is an increasingly 
common requirement for 

households given the
current climate of the 

world and so it was
important to get this area 
right, providing enough 

storage for a functional 
space which can be kept 
tidy and organised and 

still remain a part of the 
space in an inkeeping and 

stylish way.  

WORKING
FROM HOME
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How the concept translates 
throughout...

To create cohesion throughout the flat, I decided to 
use the ‘Negative shape’ left by the sofa alcove as 

the ‘positive shape’ of the headboard in the bedroom. 
By doing this I created a link between the main living 
space and the more private bedroom  area to make the 

rooms also feel the sense of connection to each other, 
and also carried through this idea of connecting ele-

ments from the inital 2D sketches.

The sofa alcove

The headboard

The pocket doors used to 
divide the kitchen from 

the living room are
inspired by my original 

sketch on the right,
representing a connection 

through one elements 
positive space fitting into 

the other elements
negative space.
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View from kitchen of dining space and living room
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The Eco Eyewear pop up shop
THE BRAND

ECO EYEWEAR:
Estabished 2009, as the first
sustainable eyewear brand with a 360 
sustainable approach and partnerships 
with ‘Trees for the Future’ and ‘Waste 
free Oceans’ to achieve a Carbon
negative footprint.

CONCEPT

PRESERVATION:
the idea respresenting this
concept, is a jar of pickles,
characterised by one element
containing another element. The
elements are also suspended in 
liquid, and so this suspension is 
something i wanted to play with to 
try acheive this as a visual effect.

Material allocation 
in modules:

Plywood is used for 
the top and bottom 

panels, with the
recycled acrylic used 

for the front, back 
and sides of the

preservation glasses 
display modules.

18



Design development:

2D sketches informed by the concept
preservation, representing one
element contained by another

developing 3D sketches and sketch models
to experiment with what is achieveable in 3D

Physical, to-scale model making
to understand how the space

feels and its circulation.

Removing corner displays to improve circulation, and
reconfiguring the displays for functionality & ergonomics. 

Adding visual interest through central display point.
19



THE USER
EXPERIENCE

Transparent recycled 
acrylic modules are 
located around the 

pop up, for people to 
donate their old

eyewear in exchange 
for credit or a

discount on their next 
purchase. Then eco 

will do their best to 
recycle or reuse what 
they can of these old, 

damaged glasses. 

There is also a
glasses repair

station for people
to bring their

damage eyewear in
an attempt to

preserve them for
as long as possible.

20



Render to show the pop up situated in West field shopping mall 
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Bespoke joinery
This project has a focus on a bespoke joinery 
design as a continuation from the previous 

project pop up shop design for a sustainable 
eyewear brand, called ‘Eco’.

This pop up shop had a desk as part of the
design, and the brief for project 3 was to

create an appropriate design resolution for 
the desk and create a detailed technical

drawing package which would communicate the 
design and its construction in detail. The main 

focal points of the brief was construction, 
sustainability and material application.

The Eco pop up

 For this desk I am proposing a unit which can 
be easily assembled and dismantled on site 

through the use of button fix, biscuit joints 
and other slotting mechanisms. The design

allows for a lot of flexibility across
different pop up site locations, and for the 
purposes of transportation it can be easily

reduced down in size.

The two main materials of the desk are
plywood and recycled acrylic. The material 

properties that helped choose these materials 
included for plywood; its durability, strength 
and long lifespan as well it originating from

a renewable source. Some of the material
properties that informed the recycled

acrylic choice include; transparency (which 
lent itself to the pop up concept of

preservation), lightweight and smooth texture.

There are also environmental advantages of 
using recycled acrylic which helped to drive 
this material choice, such as preserving the 

natural resources and reducing plastic waste 
through keeping it in circulation for as long 

as possible. 
22



SUSTAINABILITY
The desk is made up of several rectangular

pieces which vary in size, depending on
whether they are side, back, front or

internal pieces. The main carcas of the
desk is made from plywood, and the

countertops are where the recycled
acrylic is used (this was to minimise the
use of plastic and also ensure the desk

has privacy and security.

ACCESSIBILITY 
The desk has two different countertop heights 
for improved accessibility and inclusivity, as a 

result the desk is made up of two separate
(different height) units. This also alows for 

more versatility when aranging them at
different pop up sites. 

CONSTRUCTION 
Button fixes are used for a lot of the corner 
fixings, as both parts can be (semi)permenant-
ly fixed to different panels of plywood & eas-
ily joined together when being reconstruct-
ed. A slotting type of mechanism will be used 
to mount the acrylic top onto the plywood to 

avoid visible joints.
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STORAGE
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There was already a lot
of storage built into the
pop up shop, specifically
for product stock ect, so 
the main focus for this

desk was the primary
items involved in a sales 
transaction, as well as

employee belongings  
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TRANSPORTATION

Due to the different 
desk configurations,
it has been designed 
to break down into

as many smaller 
parts as possible
(as can be seen in

the exploded
sketchup model
on the right), so

in a similar manner
to flat-pack

furniture, the
desk can be

transported very
easily and doesnt

require much room.
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DESIGN RATIONALE

A fireplace is the heart of a room. It is what 
draws people into a room and what helps to 
keep them there. Rooms are mostly centered 

around the fireplace and it’s the hub of where 
people gather and connect. 

 Naturally ‘connection’ felt like an appro-
priate concept for this design. Using puzzle 

pieces as an imagery for connection, the design 
language extracted was ‘slotting’ of differ-

ent elements. This has been represented in the 
internal edge of the surround appearing to be 

slotting into the mild steel fire chamber. 

Target market
 This fireplace offers a great option for 
clients who want a statement fireplace to cre-
ate some visual interest whilst lending itself 

well to period properties or modern builds 
with a contemporary edge on a traditional fire-

place. 

Bespoke fireplace design
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CALCATTA VOILA

BLACKENED 

MILD STEEL 

Mild steel was chosen
as the material

surrounding the fire 
chamber as it is

resistant to heat and
the most practical to 

work with. The
blackened effect was

to reference the style 
of the darker Victorian 

fireplaces to balance out 
this more contemporary 

design. 

Calcatta voila is a
visually arresting

Italian marble. It was 
chosen for the

fireplace surround due 
to how well it lends

itself to simple
architectural forms,
and its ability to feel 

light and dramatic
simultaneously. The

purple vein makes this 
material versatile for 
both light and darker 

painted rooms. 

material
specification

CALCATTA VOILA

BLACKENED 

MILD STEEL 
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JACARANDA 
Rug design competition 

REGENERATION 

The idea in which i felt best expressed regen-

eration was ‘ECDYSIS’
The Process in which reptiles will ‘Shed’ 
their skin is known as ecdysis. 

Many creatures shed skin as part of the re-
generation of their cells, but this reptillian 
version is a great representation of this pro-
cess as you can really see the separation oc-
curring. There is a real visial separation of 
old and new, aligning well with the definition/
meaning of regeneration.

Jacaranda hosted a competition to KLC stu-
dents, offering us the chance to design a rug 
with the concept of “Regeneration”

Customer name: Jacaranda 
Design name: Copper head Ecdysis
Rug size: 450x600cm 
Composition: New Zealand wool & 
Tencel
High & Low: high and low,
cut and tip-sheared pile
Edge of rug: hand-sewn edge 

Tencel
High tip-sheared pile 

Tencel
Low tip-sheared pile 

Tencel
Low tip-sheared pile 

Tencel
Low tip-sheared  pile
(for the boarder around colour4)

Tencel
Low cut pile 

Colours
Tencel
High cut pile
(for the boarder around colour 2)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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Alice Barnes
alicefbarnes@gmail.com
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